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Dear SILC members,  

 

As you are aware, we held our AGM earlier today. Sadly, we had no volunteers for 
the main officer positions which means that the procedure to call an EGM will be 
actioned. The following procedures will apply, which are in line with our Constitution 
and have been agreed by all attendees. 

 

We will give 1 week grace for a new committee to be formed and invite nominations 
for the positions of Chair,Treasurer, Secretary and Vice Chair. These and all other 
positions are open to all members.The closing date for nominations for Officer 
positions will be THURSDAY MAY 4TH, 10am. Please send your nominations 
to silcsecretary@gmail.com.  

 

In the event that we still have no officers on May 4th, we will then begin our wind- 
down procedure. The out-going committee will meet and discuss proposals for 
dispersal of funds. Members will then be asked to vote for dissolution by means of 
an electronic vote, as agreed in our constitutional amendment voted in by all 
attendees at the AGM. These amendments were shared to all members prior to the 
AGM. 

 

Thank you,  

 

The Out-going Committee 
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Responsibility	  	   Name	   Email	  

Chairman	   	   silcchair@gmail.com	  

Vice	  Chairman	  	   	   silcvice@gmail.com	  

Secretary	   	   silcsecretary@gmail.com	   	  

Treasurer	   	   silctreasurer@gmail.com	  

Coffee	  Mornings	   	   silccoffees@gmail.com	   	  	  

Tours	   	   silctour@gmail.com	  

Lunches	   	   silclunch@gmail.com	   	  

Membership	  	  	   	   silcthai@gmail.com	  

Welfare	  Coordinator	   	   silcwelfare1@gmail.com	   	  

Newsle&er	  Editor	  &	  Adver(sing	   	   silcmagazine@gmail.com	  

Online	  Media	  &	  Web	  Adver0sing	   	   silcwebsites@gmail.com	  

Bazaar	   	   silcbazaar@gmail.com	  

Evening	  Events	   	   silcvice@gmail.com	  

Cra$	  Club	   	   silccra'@gmail.com	  

Book	  Club	   	   silcbookgroup@gmail.com	  

General	  Commi,ee	   	  

Area	   Name	   	  

Garden	  Towers	   Jan	  Briggs	  

Ladawan	   Shirley	  Tan	  

Lakeside	  1	   	  

Lakeside	  2	   Sunita	  Kulisra	   	   	  

Thana	  City	   Irene	  Gray	   	  

Bangkok	  Area	   Chris	  Rajakarier	  

Moo	  Baan	  Panya	   Clare	  Nevin	  

Fantasia	  2	  	   Debbie	  Morton	  

	  

Committee Members 

Link Ladies 
SILC News Copy Deadline for 

June Newsletter 

Wednesday 24th May 

If you have any recipes, book reviews, 
recommendations for holidays or items for 
our bulletin board please forward them to 

the Newsletter Editor: 
silcmagazine@gmail.com 
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Chairman’s Message 
Five	  years	  ago,	  we	  were	  just	  finishing	  our	  “look	  see’	  visit	  and	  I	  wondered	  
how	  I	  would	  ever	  se-le	  in	  such	  a	  busy,	  smelly,	  roas6ng	  city	  with	  two	  big	  
boys.	  Five	  years	  on	  and	  contempla2ng	  our	  return	  to	  Barton	  in	  the	  Beans	  with	  
two	  young	  men,	  I	  realise	  I	  no	  longer	  no2ce	  the	  smells	  or	  the	  chaos,	  though	  
the	  heat	  s'll	  bothers	  me,	  and	  I	  actually	  se4led	  rather	  well	  and	  all	  because	  Jo	  
Thomas	  introduced	  me	  to	  SILC!	  I	  have	  made	  friends	  from	  all	  over	  the	  world	  
and	  been	  to	  places	  I	  had	  never	  imagined.	  I	  have	  wined,	  dined	  and	  coffee’d	  in	  
world	  class	  des+na+ons.	  I	  have	  done	  the	  previously	  unthinkable	  and	  played	  a	  
board	  game	  every	  week	  with	  great	  pleasure.	  I	  have	  even	  spent	  many	  
Monday	  mornings	  cu/ng	  out	  elves	  legs	  and	  s4cking	  bun4ng.	  

I	  have	  had	  a	  great	  +me	  and	  it	  has	  been	  a	  privilege	  to	  be	  your	  Chair.	  Thank	  
you	  for	  having	  me	  and	  see	  you	  somewhere	  or	  other	  soon.	  

	  

Jane	  
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Best of SILC in the Big Mango 
	  

As	  my	  departure	  looms,	  I	  thought	  I	  would	  share	  my	  Best	  of	  SILC	  in	  the	  Big	  Mango	  list.	  I	  have	  forced	  so	  
many	  of	  you	  to	  do	  various	  topics,	  it	  only	  seemed	  fair	  that	  I	  should	  contribute.	  

	  

Best	  Lunch-‐	  Quince	  for	  food	  and,	  for	  huge	  amounts	  of	  fun,	  Christmas	  lunch	  2014	  at	  No	  Idea	  during	  the	  
Bangkok	  shutdown.	  	  

Best	  Coffee-‐	  making	  Loy	  Kratongs	  this	  year	  and	  my	  very	  first	  Welcome	  Back	  Coffee	  where	  I	  realized	  it	  was	  
possible	  to	  make	  new	  friends	  at	  48	  and	  a	  half.	  

Best	  evening-‐	  Mr	  C	  and	  I	  thoroughly	  enjoyed	  this	  year’s	  Cheese	  and	  Wine	  at	  Kay’s	  but	  my	  highlight	  was	  
Team	  Campton	  winning	  the	  family	  bowling	  for	  the	  second	  year	  on	  the	  run,	  despite	  me	  being	  really	  rubbish	  
at	  it	  and	  having	  to	  use	  the	  rolly-‐downy	  thingy.	  

Best	  Tour-‐	  loved	  the	  over-‐nighter	  to	  Nan	  but	  my	  favourites	  have	  always	  been	  the	  Jimmy	  specials	  like	  Rab	  
Bua	  at	  Bang	  Phli	  and	  the	  shrines	  around	  Ploenchit.	  	  

Best	  Special	  Event-‐	  Dianne’s	  extravaganza	  at	  Face.	  

Best	  Welfare	  event-‐	  helping	  at	  the	  Bangkok	  Breast	  Cancer	  Support	  Group	  screening	  day.	  It	  was	  very	  
humbling	  to	  know	  the	  money	  we	  had	  raised	  by	  partying	  was	  making	  such	  a	  big	  difference	  to	  the	  local	  
community.	  	  

Best	  Mahjong-‐	  I	  would	  like	  to	  say	  the	  one	  where	  I	  thrashed	  Shirley	  or	  Irene	  with	  a	  blazing	  game	  using	  skill	  
and	  stealth	  however	  it	  wouldn’t	  be	  true,	  I	  have	  never	  beaten	  either	  of	  them	  or	  even	  come	  close.	  I	  have	  
enjoyed	  all	  of	  my	  Wednesdays	  though	  and	  	  Shirley’s	  lunch	  is	  par8cularly	  delicious.	  	  

Best	  Book	  Club-‐	  the	  one	  where	  we	  discussed	  A	  Street	  Cat	  named	  Bob	  and	  I	  asked	  if	  you	  were	  that	  
desperate,	  would	  you	  prefer	  mugging	  or	  pros4tu4on	  as	  a	  means	  to	  feed	  yourself	  and	  your	  cat.	  There	  were	  
some	  surprising	  answers…	  	  

Best	  Cra)	  Club-‐	  the	  one	  where	  the	  Headmaster’s	  wife	  spelled	  Happy	  Christmas	  wrong	  and	  a	  usually	  most	  
polite	  Eunice	  cracked	  one	  of	  the	  rudest	  jokes	  I	  have	  ever	  heard.	  	  

Best	  Bazaar	  Moment	  –	  when	  our	  favourite	  jewelry	  seller	  asked	  for	  her	  bribe	  back	  –	  what	  a	  legend	  she	  was!	  	  

Most	  Embarrassing	  Moment-‐	  forge&ng	  half	  my	  speech	  at	  the	  Book	  Launch.	  I	  was	  very	  nervous!!	  	  

Biggest	  What	  The	  …	  Moment-‐	  wondering	  why	  everyone	  was	  so	  focused	  on	  my	  speech	  at	  the	  Walk	  skybar	  
fundraiser	  then	  realizing	  I	  was	  in	  front	  of	  a	  massive	  screen	  showing	  the	  Victoria’s	  Secret	  catwalk	  show.	  It	  
clearly	  wasn’t	  me	  they	  were	  so	  interested	  in.	  	  

Worst	  Moment	  –	  none,	  I	  have	  had	  a	  wonderful	  0me	  at	  just	  about	  everything	  I	  have	  been	  to!	  

	  

Jane	  
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Advertising 
Adver&sements	  for	  non-‐profit	  community	  events	  are	  welcome	  and	  are	  free	  of	  charge.	  

Personal	  Adver-sements	  for	  SILC	  members	  are	  free	  of	  charge.	  

Email	  reminders	  for	  SILC	  events	  and	  non-‐profit	  community	  events	  will	  be	  sent	  out	  free	  of	  charge;	  other	  events	  must	  
be	  adver(sed	  in	  our	  magazine.	  

	  
	   	   Rates	  	  (per	  issue)	   	   	   Discounts	  

	   	   Full	  Page	   1500	  Baht	   	   Member	   	   	   	   25%	  

	   	   Half	  Page	   800	  Baht	   	   Annual	  Contract	  (10	  adverts/year)	   10%	  

	   	   Quarter	  Page	   400	  Baht	   	   (Only	  one	  discount	  may	  be	  applied)	   	  

	   	   Website	   3000	  Baht	  per	  annum	  (no	  discount)	  Includes	  Link	   	  

Adver&sing	  requests	  and	  payment	  must	  be	  received	  prior	  to	  the	  published	  deadline.	  

Further	  details	  on	  adver0sing	  in	  the	  Newsle4er	  contact:	  Clare	  Nevin:	  	  silcmagazine@gmail.com	  

Further	  details	  on	  adver0sing	  on	  the	  SILC	  Website	  contact:	  Jan	  Briggs:	  	  silcwebsites@gmail.com	  

To	  arrange	  payment	  contact:	  The	  Treasurer:	  Rocelyn	  Keilnhofer:	  silctreasurer@gmail.com	  
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Aims & Policies 

Organisa(on	  of	  the	  Club	  

SILC	  creates	  an	  opportunity	  for	  women	  of	  all	  na6onali6es	  living	  in	  the	  Samutprakarn	  area	  to	  meet	  socially	  and	  
par$cipate	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  ac$vi$es.	  We	  invite	  members	  to	  join	  monthly	  mee$ngs,	  tours	  and	  interest	  groups.	  
Members	  pay	  an	  annual	  fee	  of	  1000	  Baht	  to	  cover	  costs	  and	  receive	  a	  newsle2er	  and	  club	  directory.	  

Privacy	  

	  The	  Members	  Directory	  and	  addresses	  sourced	  from	  our	  legi7mate	  club	  business	  such	  as	  Lunches	  or	  Coffee	  
Mornings	  are	  for	  the	  sole	  us	  of	  members	  in	  a	  social	  se#ng	  and	  must	  not	  be	  used	  for	  commercial	  purposes.	  

Newsle&er	  

The	  newsle)er	  is	  published	  ten	  1mes	  a	  year	  with	  ar1cles	  and	  informa1on	  on	  club	  ac1vi1es.	  Contribu1ons	  are	  
welcome	  and	  can	  be	  sent	  to	  the	  newsle/er	  editor.	  

Commi%ee	  Mee)ngs	  

These	  are	  held	  once	  a	  month	  and	  are	  open	  to	  all	  members.	  Please	  inform	  the	  mee4ng	  hostess	  if	  you	  wish	  to	  a9end.	  

All SILC events are subject to change.  Please confirm your attendance with the relevant contact. 

Please advise of your cancellation as soon as possible so that another member may take your place.	  

BTS On Nut 

Easy Parking

AW_Chiropractic.indd   1 11/12/2558   9:40:48
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March Lunch Review 
Our	  March	  lunch	  saw	  us	  at	  the	  Food	  Exchange	  buffet	  at	  the	  new	  Novotel	  on	  Sukhumvit	  20.	  There	  were	  lots	  
of	   us	   there	   for	   a	   change,	   though	   we	   did	   have	   a	   few	   last	   minute	   cancella5ons	   due	   to	   illness,	   no	   doubt	  
brought	  home	  by	  those	  dirty	  children,	  and	  falling	  over	  and	  smashing	  teeth	  in.	  (Sue	  assured	  us	  that	  she	  was	  
sober	   at	   the	  *me,	   in	   case	   you	  were	  wondering).	   The	   crowd	  was	   as	   glam	   as	   ever	  with	   a	   nice	  mix	   of	   old	  
lunchers	  and	  new	  recruits.	  	  

	  

We	  started	  with	  a	  discussion	  on	  the	  freeflow	  op3on-‐	  the	  buffet	  itself	  was	  very	  reasonably	  priced	  but	  free	  
flow	  came	  in	  at	  700THB	  on	  top,	  rather	  a	  challenge	  to	  get	  your	  money’s	  worth	  for	  that	  at	  lunch	  <me.	  Bo>les	  
were	  chosen	  instead	  which	  not	  only	  offered	  be2er	  value	  but	  also	  the	  choice	  of	  what	  grape	  as	  opposed	  to	  a	  
bucket	   full	   of	   Peter	   Viella’s	   finest.	   That	   sorted,	   we	   headed	   for	   the	   spread,	   some	  with	   great	   enthusiasm,	  
others	  like	  a	  starter	  pistol	  had	  been	  fired	  and	  the	  race	  was	  on.	  	  

	  

I	  like	  to	  approach	  a	  buffet	  in	  a	  methodical	  manner.	  My	  plates	  are	  themed	  and	  it	  makes	  me	  shudder	  to	  see	  a	  
mixed	   theme	   plate	   even	   if	   I	   am	   only	   sat	   next	   to	   it.	   (Cheese	   bu8y	   and	   sushi	   combo-‐	  wrong,	   just	  wrong,	  
though	  I	  shant	  name	  and	  shame	  the	  culprit.)	  I	  started	  with	  a	  sushi	  pla.er-‐	  very	  nice	  indeed	  though	  the	  chef	  
was	   a	   bit	   of	   a	   baggy	   roller	   and	   it	  was	   a	   struggle	   to	   fit	   a	  whole	   one	   in	   one	   go	   dain4ly.	   I	   then	   had	   salad,	  
followed	  by	   a	   heaped	   jumbo	  prawn	  pla2er	   (fabulous),	   then	   lamb	   and	   asparagus	   (very	   tender	   and	   tasty)	  
then	  a	  bit	  of	  penang	  and	  fried	  rice	  with	  a	  li2le	  satay	  on	  the	  side.	  You	  might	  no9ce	  here	  that	  I	  also	  like	  to	  try	  
everything	  on	  offer-‐	  it	  means	  a	  lot	  of	  washing	  up	  but	  it	  only	  seems	  fair	  to	  try	  everything	  so	  dishes	  don’t	  feel	  
hurt	  and	  le+	  out.	  	  

	  

Unsurprisingly	  I	  was	  a	  tad	  full	  by	  this	  stage	  so	  I	  didn’t	  sample	  every	  cheese,	  just	  a	  couple	  of	  faves	  (very	  well	  
kept)	  and	   I	  wasn’t	  quite	  able	  to	  do	  the	  pudding	  selec7on	   jus7ce.	  I	  had	  to	  miss	  the	  chocolate	  fountain	  but	  
did	  squeeze	   in	  a	   li,le	  sponge	  cake	  and	  some	  absolutely	  wonderful	  mango	   ice	  cream.	   I	  finished	  off	  with	  a	  
fruit	  selec+on,	  not	  to	  be	  polite	  or	  show	  off	  how	  healthily	  clean	  ea+ng	  I	  am,	  just	  cos	  it	  was	  there	  really	  and	  I	  
didn’t	  want	  it	  to	  feel	  sad.	  	  

	  

I	  had	  to	  dash	  off	  to	  collect	  Mr	  C	  from	  the	  airport,	  which	  was	  a	  shame	  as	  we	  were	  discussing	  how	  Mrs	  McD	  
was	  going	   to	  have	   to	   stuff	  her	   face	  again	   that	  evening,	  how	  easy	   it	  would	  be	   to	  find	  an	  Aussie	   campsite	  
when	  you	  had	  something	   inappropriate	  writ	   large	  on	  your	  camper	  van	  and	  what	  to	  say	  when	  your	  driver	  
has	  just	  sneezed	  and	  farted	  simultaneously	  and	  follows	  it	  with	  a	  spit	  out	  the	  door.	  	  

	  

Thank	  you	  for	  organizing	  Jo	  and	  Sue,	  I	  had	  a	  lovely	  7me.	  Indeed,	  thank	  you	  for	  organising	  all	  the	  lunches,	  
they	  have	  been	  my	  monthly	  high-‐light	  for	  the	  last	  5	  years	  and	  I	  will	  miss	  them	  and	  you	  badly!	  	  
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April Welfare Update 
Dear SILC Members, 

 

As you might know, we sponsor two refugee children who attend J Square International school 
since February 2016. This school is a Missionary school for Refugees and is located in Silom area. 

With a success Story in the making, I would appreciate your attention for a couple of minutes. 

Abisak and Nathujan are two brothers who live in Thailand since December 2014. They are 
Srilankan  and have lived in the Northern part of Srilanka since their birth. They are recognized 
refugees since April 5th 2016 and all their family has a refugee status attributed by UNHCR. For 
your information: There are 3800 recognized refugees in Thailand and around 4000 Asylum 
seeker. This Last group is still in the process of investigation of their case or are rejected.  

Abisak  is 14 years old and Nathujan is 8 years old and they also have a brother, who is 3 years 
old. Abisak has been diagnotized with Thalassemia, also his youngest brother has the same 
disease. This inherited blood disease is a particular burdon on their family expenses because the 
UNHCR only pays medication for the youngest member of the family. Besides that, Abisek is often 
tired and has a lack of appetite. They all live in a small dark room of 15m2. They need to be 
creative to cook, sleep and hand wash and dry their laundry. There is a small toilet, which function 
as a bathroom too. They can’t afford to live in a bigger house, so they try to survive with a 
unsteady income of the father, who tries to work in a low paid job, if he can find any. This will bring 
high risks and often causes situations of stress and anxiety. There is no other choice to face these 
difficulties in order to pay their daily food and room rent. Abisek and Nathujan go to school since 
February 2016 with seems normal elsewhere, but in Thailand this kind of children can’t go to 
school, due to their situation. Abisek will go to Year 6 in August and Nathujan to Year 3. I still 
remember how happy they were when they heard that they could go to school because they 
already missed a few years of education since they arrived in Thailand. From the beginning, they 
attended the school without being absent during the lessons, the teachers have remarked how 
motivated Abisek is and he always completed his homework. In July 2016 he even got promoted 
to Grade 5 in 1st Position! His English has improved immensely. Nathujan also improved a lot but 
he is a bit younger than his brother so he has not taken school as seriously than his brother. He 
still likes to play, which is normal for a child his age. In June 2017, they both will have to pass 
Examination, but I heard from the Principal Mrs Olivia that they will move to Grade 6 (Abisek) and 
Grade 3 (Nathujan) They still have outstanding good behaviour and an eager to learn. Until so far, 
they both never skipped the school lessons. Getting education for these boys is a privilege 
because the never had a chance further themselves. Their parents are very grateful of their 
sponsors who gave their children this opportunity to go to school.  

Please remember, they have many years to go in the present political situation, so please don’t 
give up your support to these outstanding students. 

 

Marianne Metzelaar 
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April Tour Review 
TRIP TO WFFT (WILDLIFE FRIENDS FOUNDATION THAILAND) 

 

On March 30 at 7:30 am sharp, 8 of us got on 
the van to drive about 2,5 hours SW of 
Bangkok to the Wildlife Friends Foundation 
Thailand.  

Founded in 2001 by Edward Wiek, a 
Dutchman, with the help of the local people of 
Petchaburi Province, this sanctuary gives 
shelter to abused and/or abandoned animals 
from all over Thailand.  

The place is located on Temple land, loaned to 
them by the  Abbot of Wat Khao Look 

Chang and it looks a bit like a settlement in the jungle. There are housing facil ities for 
the volunteers from all over the world and the regular employees. They are in the 
process of acquiring a huge chunk of land from the monks, so that they will be able to 
create accommodation for a real herd of elephants. 

Obviously the animals have great facilities, large areas where they can roam around 
and learn how to be an animal again. Most of the Gibbons were kept as pets (as was 
Dundee the crocodile until he grew too big and they once rescued a tiger chained to 
the wall for decoration at a gas station). The gibbons specifically weren’t able to 
develop any survival skills, so once they’ve been cleared health wise, they will be 
placed in a secure environment with small hiding area’s and lots of climbing and 
playing opportunities. It takes time for them to get used to the larger living conditions 
and the unfamiliar freedom. They will be under observation for a while and once the 
staff has figured out more about their specific character and traumas, a mate will be 
found. That doesn’t always work out well, some animals can never live with their own 
species again.  

The elephants are a large group of the 
Foundation’s population. There are currently 
about 18 elephants in the sanctuary. All of them 
are cows, one with a calf and just one – very 
dangerous – bull. There will be no breading with 
this bull, the foundation sets out to rescue only, 
not to add to the population. These elephants are 
mainly rescued from the tourist industry, where 
their conditions were appalling. The ears of most of them have been shredded by the 
bullhawks that are used to make an elephant submissive or just to turn left or right. 
The pink spots on their trunks and heads/legs are sunburn marks. In the wild these 
animals spray themselves with dust as a protection for the sun, but obviously the 
tourists can’t ride a dirty elephant, so they are forced to stand outside in the burning 
sun all day long, without any protection. 
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Their skin looks leathery, but is actually very 
sensitive to sunburns. An elephant breastfeeds 
about 3 years, but the calves are taken from their 
mothers in the industry at 2 years old. They are then 
starved for food and water, abused with bullhawks 
and more unspeakable tools, to ‘break’ them.  

The back of an elephant is actually very delicate. 
Their spine wasn’t built to carry anything, so most of 
the animals here in the sanctuary have back 
problems, sometimes even leading to paralyzed 
legs/hind quarters.  

On a more cheerful note, once they are rescued, 
most of them adapt in the sanctuary to a more 
normal l ife for an elephant. Friends are made, 
groups are formed, dust is thrown over their bodies, 
the nervous rocking and swaying slowly disappears 
and there are only a few that can’t be placed with a 
friend because they have completely lost the ability 

to socialize.  

The most moving example is the old lady elephant who is completely blind. She found 
a much younger friend, who is now guiding her everywhere. The younger one is 
extremely protective of her blind ‘auntie’ and is ready to charge anything that comes 
too close. She even charged the giant three headed concrete statue of an elephant 
while they were taken for a stroll one day. The concrete tusk of the statue got badly 
damaged.  

Since most of the elephants were rescued from the tourist industry, they are used to 
people. Some are more friendly than others. This one we took for a walk, feeding her 
a slice of water melon every 10 steps to keep her following, and we gave her a bath 
after.  

The only calf amongst them is 3 years old. Calf and mom were rescued some 2 years 
ago, when the baby was stil l with her. Baby is very naughty and lively, but her mom is 
stil l severely traumatized. She keeps rocking back and forth and the only leg that 
wasn’t in chains, her left hind leg, she’l l swing back and forth all the time. But she is in 
a little herd with two older cows who function as auntie and grandmother to the baby. 
This works extremely well, it’s the closest to a normal elephant situation they can get 
after the life they’ve led. While we were all admiring the baby, something unusual 
happened. The auntie and grandma were in the shaded area, and all of a sudden they 
trumpeted code red. The baby and mother  rushed to their aid and the baby was safely 
hidden in the middle of all 3 huge adults. We couldn’t really see what caused the 
commotion, but for a couple of minutes the trumpeting and loud snorting went on. 
When the all clear was given by the eldest of the herd, the baby stepped forward, got 
down on her knees and butt headed a pigeon that was dumb enough to fly into the 
grandma. Baby apparently hates pigeons, they steal her food! After she took care of  
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this thief, she slung it away with her trunk, to return to her mom very proud of the 
accomplishment. Unfortunately the pigeon wasn’t quite dead yet, so she returned to 
the place she threw her, turned her pretty little behind towards the pigeon and with a 
well-aimed stamp of her hind leg, finished the poor bird off. Even the caretakers had 
never seen anything so violent in an elephant before, and we were all kind of shocked! 

When we arrived we first had some good 
coffee at the Elephant Bar. We went for a 
tour around the area where the gibbons and 
other animals live, even wild boar and deer. 
Our guide, Lilly, had been there for some 
time so she could tell us about the history of 
specific animals, where they came from and 
what had happened to them.  

Since elephants do ruin a lot of trees by 
charging them out of frustration, ripping 
branches off to sway around etc., the sanctuary also has a nursery where they grow 
trees and other vegetation, to plant back into nature. The bull for instance had a great 
area to live in, about 50 grown trees were put in there for shade, but within 2 months 
he demolished them all…. His living quarters are now bare, except for a huge 
swimming pond and a concrete structure for shade. He doesn’t tolerate anything else, 
no people, no trees, just his surrogate mom. Very sad.   

After this tour we had a wonderful lunch and we all tried to get back to a more normal 
body temperature, which was a challenge. It was really hot that day!  

All of us were loaded onto pickup trucks after lunch for a tour 
around the area where most of the elephants are. There are 
areas where there’s a lake, so the more adjusted elephants 
can take a bath and swim around. There are some small 
islands where the gibbons that are adjusted enough can have 
a free life, though they sti ll get fed from the land and they 
can’t leave the islands. They can’t swim… but they can lead a 
monkey’s life there. We saw their new hospital being built, 
funded by sponsors and the entrance money of visitors like 
us. This place is just wonderful for a day visit, lots to see, lots 
to learn and it’s really interesting to talk to the volunteers that 
keep the place running. The founder has been in trouble with 
the government many a time, for fighting to get the elephant 
industry out of Thailand. This is probably a very long term 

process, but it feels good to know we contributed some to the welfare of all the 
animals that already have been rescued. Now please, if you can, go visit too. Take 
your children and educate them. Please don’t ever ride an elephant in Thailand or 
anywhere in the world. They weren’t made to carry people.  

Thank you so much Carla for organizing this most amazing trip!! And thank you Jane, 
Corinne, Jeanette, Marianne, Tracy and Sian for the company, I had a truly great day. 

Marieke Kraaijeveld. 
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What’s on in May?  

May	  2017	  
Monday	   Tuesday	   Wednesday	   Thursday	   Friday	   Saturday	   Sunday	  

1	  

	  

2	  
	  

3	  

	  

4	  
SILC	  Book	  
Club	  

	  

5	  

	  

6	  

	  

7	  

	  

8	  

	  

9	  
SILC	  Tour	  to	  
Bang	  Sai	  

	  

10	  

	  

11	  

	  

12	   13	  

	  

14	  

	  

15	  

	  

16	  

	  

17	  
	  

18	  

	  

19	  
 

20	  

	  

21	  

22	  
	  

23	  

	  
24	  

Deadline	  for	  
newsle&er	  

25	  
	  

26	   27	  
SILC	  Summer	  
Party	  

28	  

	  

29	  
	  

30	   31	   	   	   	   	  

Notes	  
For	  any	  NON	  SILC	  events	  please	  always	  double	  check	  the	  date	  and	  times.	  
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Day	  tour	  Tuesday	  May	  9th	  
Bang	  Sai	  Arts	  &	  Cra.	  Centre	  in	  Ayu2haya	  

	  

Farmers from Ayutthaya as well as from other provinces undergo training in folk arts and crafts in 
Bang Sai Center. At this centre, you will have a glimpse of how farmers in the four regions live and 
work; how their products of arts and crafts are produced. Products and activities which can be 
seen here are Fern Vien Basketry, Weaving Basketry, Artificial Flowers, Hand-Woven Silk and 
Cotton, Silk Dyeing, Wood Carving, Miniature Hand - Modelled Thai Dolls, Furniture Making, 
Cloth-Made Products, etc. All the products are sold at the Centre, which covers a total area of 
approximately 1,000 rai and houses with several places of interest: 
 
- Sala Phra Ming Khwan: arts & craft demonstration + exhibition  
- Arts and Crafts Village: aspects of architecture of the Thai houses in various regions of the 
country as well as their ways of living and culture.  Lifestyle and handicraft demonstrations  
- Arts and Crafts Training Buildings: The Centre currently provides 29 divisions of arts and 
crafts training for farmers from all regions of the country to be their supplementary occupations out 
of the farming season. Visitors can have a look at all stages of the elaborate arts and crafts 
production.  
- Suan Nok:  a bird park operated by the Wildlife Fund Thailand . There are two large aviaries 
providing nests for more than 30 species of rare birds within natural-like environments including an 
artificial stream and waterfall as well as forest.  
 
We leave Bangkok at 7:30am (Tesco Lotus – Bangna Trad Rd), so we will arrive around 9-
9:30am. We will enjoy the arts & crafts center and have lunch. After lunch we will return to 
Bangkok 
 
Date: Tuesday 9th May  
Time: 7:30 am, Tesco Lotus – Bangna Trad Rd (just before U-turn Mega Bangna) 
Finish: around 3:30pm, Tesco Lotus – Bangna Trad Rd 
 
Costs: THB 150 entrance + ± THB 500 transport (depending on numbers)   
Lunch: included 
Minimum number: 7 participants 
 
If you would like to join, please respond before Friday 5 May to: silctour@gmail.com 
Jimmy & Carla 
	  

April Tour Review 
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May Book Club 
Date: Thursday 4th May 2017 

Time: 12noon – 2pm 
Venue: TBC 

 
 (if you are already in the Book group, we will send via the Whats App Group, if not 

please contact Sara and she will send you the address) 
 

Please	  bring	  yourself	  and	  a	  plate	  to	  share.	  
	  

Don’t	  worry	  if	  you	  haven’t	  read	  these	  books	  or	  any	  book	  lately,	  come	  along	  for	  a	  chat	  and	  
meet	  some	  new	  friends,	  also	  this	  month	  we	  will	  see	  what	  current	  affairs	  have	  caught	  our	  

attention.	  
	  

Please	  RSVP	  to	  Sara	  on	  silcbookgroup@gmail.com	  
 

 
May Book to Read 

 

Early One Morning by Virginia Baily 
One of the women, Chiara Ravello, is about to flee the occupied 
city for the safety of her grandparents' house in the hills. The 
other has been herded on to a truck with her husband and their 
young children, and will shortly be driven off into the darkness. 
In that endless-seeming moment, before she has time to think 
about what she is doing, Chiara makes a decision that changes 
her life for ever. Loudly claiming the woman's son as her own 
nephew, she demands his immediate return; only as the trucks 
depart does she begin to realize what she has done. She is 
twenty-seven, single, with a sister who needs her constant care, 
a hazardous journey ahead of her, and now a child in her charge 
- a child with no papers who refuses to speak and gives every 
indication that he will bolt at the first opportunity. 
Three decades later, Chiara lives alone in Rome, a self-
contained, self-possessed woman working as a translator and to 
all appearances quite content with a life which revolves around 
work, friends, music and the theatre. But always in the 
background is the shadow of Daniele, the boy from the truck, 
whose absence haunts her every moment. Gradually we learn of 
the havoc wrought on Chiara, her family and her friends by the 
boy she rescued, and how he eventually broke her heart. And 
when she receives a phone call from a teenage girl named 
Maria, claiming to be Daniele's daughter, Chiara knows that it is 
time for her to face up to the past. 
This epic novel is an unforgettably powerful, suspenseful, 

heartbreaking and inspiring tale of love, loss and war's reverberations down the years. 
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to our members that celebrate their birthdays in 

May 
Bronwyn Ure  Charlotte Wawrzyniak 

Cheryl Rego  Cindy Kim 

Jenni Boyce  Jo Thomas 

Hazel Birchall  Sian Seamer 

Sabine Benke   Sacha de Vries 

Sara Gill  Sara Carr-Legg 

    
Apologies if I have missed your birthday, please let me know as it means we do not have your birthday on record. 
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